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upon him and stabbed him to the heart. He could not have
avenged the condemnation of the king on any one who
deserved it less Michel Lepeletier had been a president in
the old Parlement of Paris, and had taken his seat on the
extreme left of the Constituent Assembly A learned and
wealthy lawyer, his chief intimates had been Merlin of Douai
and Robespierre, and his knowledge of law had enabled him
to do much quiet good in the Constituent Assembly. He had
fallen into the background during the session of the Legisla-
tive Assembly, but was elected to the Convention for the
department of the Yonne In every way unassuming, he was
one of those hardworking deputies whose labours in com-
mittees are apt to be overlooked in studying the history of
any assembly He had held the same position in the Con-
vention as he had in the Constituent Assembly, and had voted
for the death of the king from the same sentiments as the
lest of the majority. Why he should have been selected as
a victim, except by an accident, it is difficult to see, because
he had not made himself conspicuous in the trial of Louis,
Robespierre and Saint-Just, Barere and Petion, were far more
strenuous opponents of the king than he had ever been

The execution of the king and the murder of Lepeletier had
greatly impressed the minds of all. Danton seized the moment
to try and put an end to the perpetual party squabbling
in the Convention, " Citizens," said he,1" now that the tyrant
is no more, let us turn all our energies, all our endeavours, to
the war. We must fight Europe; let us now reorganize the
Committee of General Security, and remove Roland from the
ministry, because he abuses all who do not share his opinions.
Let us banish this habit of mutual recrimination, for France
will soon not know to whom to accord her confidence. As
for me, I am a stranger to the passion of revenge, and I
adjure all who know me to say whether I am a drinker of
blood. What have I not done to maintain the spirit of

1 For this speech, which, is epitomized and paraphrased, and not
literally translated, see (Euvres de Danton, ed. Yermorel, pp. 133-135,.